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3D - New research in the rock art traditions of the Alps

Cruciforms study

France, Switzerland and Italy



Start of my research

Feissons-sur-Salin (73) Savoie France (Pierre de Feissons)



Study
area

 4500 stones / sites

 Switzerland, 

 Italy, 

 France



Cruciform analysis
Italy All 3 countries

Cup stones 504 706 71% Cup stones 3013 4272 71%

Ringed cupstones or labyrinths 17 706 2% Ringed cupstones or labyrinths 151 4272 4%

Stones with linear engravings 199 706 28% Stones with linear engravings 699 4272 16%

Stones with historical crosses 18 706 3% Stones with historical crosses 241 4272 6%

Stones with potential prehistoric crosses 28 706 4% Stones with potential prehistoric crosses 460 4272 11%

Stones with cupulated crosses 22 706 3% Stones with cupulated crosses 86 4272 2%

Stones with cross in phy or crossbow 7 706 1% Stones with cross in phy or crossbow 39 4272 1%

France Suisse

Cup stones 639 872 73% Cup stones 1870 2694 69%

Ringed cupstones or labyrinths 102 872 12% Ringed cupstones or labyrinths 32 2694 1%

Stones with linear engravings 119 872 14% Stones with linear engravings 381 2694 14%

Stones with historical crosses 17 872 2% Stones with historical crosses 206 2694 8%

Stones with potential prehistoric crosses 176 872 20% Stones with potential prehistoric crosses 256 2694 10%

Stones with potential prehistoric latin crosses 54 2694 2%

Stones with potential prehistoric greek crosses 202 2694 7%

Stones with cupulated crosses 10 872 1% Stones with cupulated crosses 34 2694 1%

Stones with cross in phy or crossbow 25 872 3% Stones with cross in phy or crossbow 7 2694 0%



Anthropomorphic maps

Engraved in rock



Anthropomorphic

PortugalMont Bégo France

Valcamonica

Valle Pastardo

Italy

Valle Pastardo

Italy



Evolutions

Pera dij Cros 

Traversella, Italy

Col de la 

Vanoise 

Tarantaise

France

Roca de Tino, Traversella (TO) Italy

photo A. Arcà - GRCM 1995

Dolmen 

Petdra dos mouros

Belas, Portugal



Evolutions

Piera la crou

Italy

Cévennes France

Vallon de  Saint 

Marcel Rean Italy Rennes le Château France

Forci à Santa Riparata 

di Moriani

Corsica

Bannes le bois noir

Ardèches France



Types of cruciform
Trèves

France

Val d’androgne

Italy
Tenero-Contra Switzerland

Tessin Switzerland

Italy

Cévennes France

Cévennes France



Cross before Crist

Villanova -1000 BC Italy

Bronze age

Feisson-sous-Briançon 

Savoie France

Grec coins

Gallic coins

France

King of Assyria -800 BC

AlgeriaBritania



Types of cruciform

Zermatt Switzerland

Tarantaise France

Ardèche

France



Types of cruciform

Solar Cross Ireland

Solar cross Island

Cross and  anthropomorphic

Ireland

Cross 

(Léon) Spain

Cross and  anthropomorphic Spain



Crosses

Historical cross engraved 

on stone lintels Italy

Cross Spain



Cruciform datation examples

Queyras
France



Interesting example

Pedra Escrita Santa Mª de Oia (Pontevedra) Castille Spain.



Conclusion

Feissons-sur-Salin (73) Savoie France (Pierre de Feissons)


